The Impact of the Global Financial Crisis on the Value Attached to the Accounting Profession in Botswana. 
1. Research Problem

The Botswana Institute of Accountants (BIA) was established in 1990, following the Accountants Act of 1988. One of its principal objectives and functions is “to advance the art of accountancy, financial management, taxation and allied subjects as applied to all or any of the professional services provided by accountants whether engaged in public practice, industry and commerce or in the public service” (Botswana Laws, 1988, Act 16 ). 

Yet, accountants did not seem to be very visible enough during the global financial crisis of 2008/2009, to give advice to businesses either in the print or visual and audio media. The view of the researcher is that the global financial crisis provided an excellent platform for accountants in Botswana to prove their mantle, and lead discussions together with other professionals on this topical issue. In fact, very few accountants in Botswana are involved in research including those working in academia. Most notably, the BIA website carries only 1 article regarding the global economic crisis, despite the problem receiving a lot of international coverage.	Comment by Dr. Ted Sun: Interesting… leaving a lot of room for opportunity for you 

The seemingly obscure presence of accountants (in Botswana) during the recent global financial crisis, in the view of the researcher, raises questions about the level of knowledge and skills within this professional body- including the ability of its members to apply accounting skills within a broader economic context. 

2. Qualitative Research Questions
a. Do Accountants in Botswana have the skills or systems expertise to expand their remit beyond financial reporting to assess a wider range of data and conduct higher value analysis to provide decision makers with better information?	Comment by Dr. Ted Sun: Do not ask close ended questions in qualitative

Ask questions like:

What skills are needed to …
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b. Did the accounting profession in Botswana play an important role in advising corporate executives in the period prior, during, and immediately after the global economic crisis of 2008/ 2009?	Comment by Dr. Ted Sun: What role did …
c. If advice was give, was it helpful in mitigating some of the undesirable outcomes of the global economic crisis?
d. Are accountants in Botswana merely number crunchers who cannot be able to contextualise the performance of organisations, for which they are working, in a broader macro economic context?
e. Can Botswana accountants’ advice continue to be sought in the future alongside that of other professionals such as economist?

3. Qualitative Approach and Rationale

A field research approach would be employed hence interviews would be conducted within the sampled companies. All the sampled corporations are expected to have accountants, who should be members of BIA, according to the Accountants Act of 1988. 	Comment by Dr. Ted Sun: This is not one of the 5 approaches of qualitative research.

This is a data collection method.

Specifically state – case study, phenomenology, grounded theory, etc…
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The field research would enable the researcher to collect extensive data about the contribution of accountants to planning, decision making, as well as control of activities with their organisations. These data would, eventually, be coded thematically. Qualitative approaches, therefore, facilitate an explanation of how decisions are reached, rather than merely informing on the decisions (Stevenson, Britten & Barry, 2000). The field work would also make it possible for meanings to be sought through an exploration of subjective understandings from interviewees’ point of views (Shinebourne, 2009).

4. Population, Sampling Strategy, Sample Size

The sampling process would be purposive and targeted at companies listed on the Botswana Stock Exchange, as at the beginning of the global economic crisis. And, for the purpose of this report the period is estimated to be around 2007. A total of 11 listed companies out of a total of 32 would be selected, to represent the various economic sectors, which are: non-banking financial services, commercial banking, hospitality and tourism, petroleum retailing, general retailing, wholesaling, funeral services, security, real estate, breweries, and mining.

The sample size has been made conveniently small to facilitate an in-depth response to novel questions. “Such questions usually require purposive sampling, with the sample selected to ensure a spread of respondents...” (Stevenson, Britten & Barry, 2000, pp.1). Furthermore, objectivity would be exercised so that sufficient data is collected in order to ensure that all aspects of the research issue are explored (Neale, Allen & Coombes, 2005).	Comment by Dr. Ted Sun: Good – quantify – how many?
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5. Data Collection Methods
A semi structured questionnaire would be prepared and distributed to senior and middle management within the sampled corporations. The researcher believes that this cadre of employees are most likely to require the advice of accountants, in the course of their work. Furthermore, reference would be made to documentary materials, which could include newspaper articles, books, reports, case notes and audio-visual and digital media.	Comment by Dr. Ted Sun: You'll be doing the inerviews. 

Just passing out questionnaires without the organic nature of interviews does not provide the richness of data

-5	Comment by Dr. Ted Sun: From what?  Interviews? 

Anonymity would be maintained during the data collection stages so that respondents could be as free as possible. To this end, the researcher must construct a system of coding respondents so that each interview can be documented without any real names or places being disclosed (Neale, Allen & Coombes, 2005).

6. Researcher Role, Bias and Experience

The researcher is aware that in conducting this study, his lived experiences might influence his judgment, and hence an element of bias might corrupt the outcomes. Inescapably, qualitative research by design depends on a researcher’s intuition, which often leads to biasness in analysis (Gummersson, 2004). The problem can persist even where coding is employed, since the coding process could, similarly, be influenced by an individual researcher’s experience. To overcome this concern, it might be necessary to apply independent coding of the qualitative data by various analysts and examine inter-coder agreement (Stringam & Gerdes, 2010).



7. Data Analysis Methods (including triangulation)

The data collected from semi structured interviews, as well as documentary evidence would be triangulated. A thematic data analysis would be employed, and so would an analytical induction, narrative analysis, content analysis and deviant case analysis approaches. 

Consistent with recommendations from other researchers, such as Neale, Allen & Coombes (2005), the process would involve: affixing codes to the data; sorting and sifting through the material to identify important phrases, patterns, and themes; isolating emergent patterns, commonalities and differences; producing a small set of generalizations that cover the consistencies discerned in the data; and confronting the generalizations with a formalized body of knowledge in the form of constructs. 	Comment by Dr. Ted Sun: Good… what's this called?  

Open coding, axial coding?
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